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days before the outbreak of the insurrection.   Shortly after-
wards, he requested me to assist him in getting more troops,
The Minister of War informed me that a regiment sent
from Poland was due in Moscow three days later.  The
regiment did not arrive in time, for the reason that the
revolutionists made an attempt to wreck the train which
carried a part of it.   Before the regiment arrived General
Dubasov asked again for troops from St. Pctrograd,  He
informed me that ho had barely enough men to guard the
railway stations and that the city proper was altogether
denuded of troops.    I immediately telephoned to General
Trepov asking him personally to tell His Majesty that
I considered the immediate dispatch of troops an absolutely
imperative measure, if we wanted to prevent the capture of
the city by the revolutionists, with its numberless disastrous
consequences.   In the evening General Trepov informed me
that His Majesty asked me to go to Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaievich and persuade him to send troops to Moscow.
I complied with His Majesty's request and went to see the
Grand Duke.    He realized that the troops at General
Dubasov's disposal were few and demoralized, but he
argued that his chief task at the time was to insure the
personal safety of the Emperor and his august family and
that, should he part with a portion of his forces, he would
jeopardize His Majesty's person.   As for Moscow, he was
willing to let it go to the dogs-   Was it nqt, he argued, the
fountain head of revolution?   On my part, I argued that
St. Petersburg was practically safe while Moscow was in
imminent danger.   Our conversation lasted several hours,
and it was well past midnight when a courier brought a
note from His Majesty addressed to the Grand Duke. He
read it and said:   "His Majesty requests me to send troops
to Moscow.  I will do so/'   I urged him to make haste and
,left.   The troops dispatched to Moscow included nearly
the whole of the Semenov regiment and also some cavalry